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Welcome!Welcome!Welcome!Welcome!Welcome!
Welcome to the first edition of
The Juon Journal!  We have
designed this newsletter to
share information between
family and researchers
interested in the Juon surname.

In this first issue you’ll find:

• Recent connections we’ve
made:  Christian Juon in
Switzerland, Edi Juon in
England and Andreas Juon in
California (page 1)

• The Juon family in the media:
Books, music, web sites and
TV (page 2)

• A Juon family tree, dating
back to 1462 (page 3)

• Recent events:  Births, deaths
and marriages (page 4)

We hope you’ll enjoy this
newsletter and submit
information for future issues!

— Pat and
Catherine Juon

To continue receiving the
Juon Journal, please send
$5 for printing and postage.

This introductory issue was
sent to all the Juon’s we
could find, plus a few
research libraries.  We
would be happy to send a
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Recent ConnectionsRecent ConnectionsRecent ConnectionsRecent ConnectionsRecent Connections
We bumped into Christian Juon while searching for Juon email
addresses.   Christian is from Zurich, Switzerland and part of a
family of four.  He sent us a German book that traces the Juon
history back to 1462 (see page 2 for more detailed information).

We also met Edi Juon (pronounced Eddy) of Basingstoke, England
on the internet, through his
company’s web site.  Edi’s
grandfather (who he was
named for) wrote the book
mentioned above.

Edi gave us some background:
“I was born in Montreux on lake
Geneva and spoke only French
for the first eight years of my
life—my parents always spoke
Swiss German to each other
thinking I couldn’t understand
but little did they know.  In the
early 1950s we emigrated to
England.

Our two boys are in their late
20s and live quite nearby.   My
wife, Sue, is a biologist and is head of the science department at
the local high school.  I have a younger brother, Philippe, married
to Liz and they have two young children, Danny and Sam.“

Edi introduced us to his first cousin, Andreas, from California.  His
father Hans had worked on a
farm in Iowa in the 1940s
before moving to California,
where he managed the Swiss
National Tourist Office in San
Francisco.  Hans’s wife, Elsa,
worked for the Swiss Consulate.
Andreas’s sister is a Registered
Nurse in Clearlake, California
and Andreas is an engineer for
the Bureau of Water Pollution
Control for The City of San
Francisco.
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sample issue to anyone
interested—just drop a
note to:

Pat Juon
2209 350th Street
Stanhope, Iowa  50246 USA

jimpat@netins.net

From left:  Sue (Edi’s wife), Adam Paul (their son),
Helen (Marc’s girlfriend), Marc Andreas (their son)
and Edi Juon.
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Family Juon by Eduard Juon, 1925Family Juon by Eduard Juon, 1925Family Juon by Eduard Juon, 1925Family Juon by Eduard Juon, 1925Family Juon by Eduard Juon, 1925
We’ve hired someone to translate this German
book into English because the dialect of German
used in this book is something quite different
than what our relatives speak.

Heike just moved to the US from Germany this
summer.  She works at my son’s daycare in Ann
Arbor, Michigan.  As fate would have it, she
recently visited the Safiental valley of our
ancestors (her best friend just moved there) so
she gave us this picture (below) of the valley.

We’ve agreed to have Heike (and her team)
translate an average of one page per week at a
rate of $20 per page.  If that sounds high, calls to
professional translators in Michigan yielded
prices up to $60 per page, so Heike is making us
quite an offer!

If you’d like to
sponsor a few
pages of the
book please
send your
contributions
to Pat Juon
(see address
on page 1).
When the
book is
complete,
we’ll make

sure that you’re acknowledged in the reprint as
one of the contributors who made the
translations of the book possible.

Here’s an excerpt from the translation completed
so far:

“The family Juon originally came from Safiental
in the Graubunden region of  Switzerland.  It is
here where the family name was obtained.  It is
proven that the surname had already existed at
the turn of the  [19th] century and since then a
long line of others have carried on the name. . ..

After the “u”, the “o” is always silent. . . .   That is why
the pronunciation of our name is always placed
on the first syllable:  Ju’-on (not like often spoken
Ju-’on), the “o” only sounds silent, almost like the
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name “Juhn”.  It is easy to explain that the German
Juon are often spelled as “Juhn”,  later just as “Jun”
(but also “John” and sometimes “Jon”,  seldom
“Joon”).  I have found many different spellings,
often used for the same person, in church
records and old documents.”

Tough CountryTough CountryTough CountryTough CountryTough Country
by Gay Day Alcorn, published 1984.

This book is a history of the area in Wyoming
where the Wagoner/Wagner family lived.
Catherine Wagoner (who married the Christian
Juon of 1871) grew up in Wyoming and met
Christian in California around 1901 where they
married.  Before the birth of their first child they
moved and settled in Alleman, Iowa.

The book includes a reference to a story often
told by Al Juon (son of Christian) about how
Thomas Edison got the inspiration for the
filament light bulb while on a fishing trip with
John Wagner—Catherine Wagoner’s Dad.  John
Wagner was an Outfitters Guide (a person hired
to take people on hunting and fishing tours).
Lester Juon and his sister Francie (grandchildren
of Christian) have since visited the spot in
Wyoming where a plaque commemorates this
event.  We’ll have more about their trip in a
future edition of the newsletter.  This book is still
in print—copies are available from Legacy Press
at P.O. Box 1551, Saratoga, Wyoming 82331.

Safien: Beunder KunstmuseumSafien: Beunder KunstmuseumSafien: Beunder KunstmuseumSafien: Beunder KunstmuseumSafien: Beunder Kunstmuseum
Chur, 26/Januar bis 3. Mearz 1985/Andreas Juon;
[Redaktion, Beat Stutzer].

We don’t know much about this German book
except that only two copies are in file in the
United States:  one in Washington D.C. at the
National Archives, and one in a public library in
California.  Neither is available to be checked out.
If anyone does know something about the
content of this book by Andreas Juon, please
write and share with our readers!

Lehman LociLehman LociLehman LociLehman LociLehman Loci
By Rev. Don Lehman.  Contains color pictures and
histories of the Graubunden area—the ancestral
home of Clara Rimathe Heim Juon and Christian
Juon (of 1834).
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This tree was started many
years ago by an Aunt of Edi
Juon from the records of his
grandfather Eduard (4th row
from top) and updated by his
father Simon (3rd row from
top).
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Clara and Christian are the parents of the
Christian Juon who married Catherine Wagoner
and lived in Iowa.  This book isn’t currently in
print, but we will run a batch of copies for $20 per
copy if we get enough requests.

Lehman LoreLehman LoreLehman LoreLehman LoreLehman Lore
Also by Rev. Don Lehman, this book tells of the
Heim-Juon family, their arrival and life in Iowa.
The mention of the Juons is quite brief.

Chamber Music by Paul JuonChamber Music by Paul JuonChamber Music by Paul JuonChamber Music by Paul JuonChamber Music by Paul Juon
This CD can be ordered through music stores (at
least in the US) and the insert includes some
information about Paul:

“For professional reasons, the Juon family, of
Swiss extraction moved to Russia, and as of 1889,
Paul Juon received his musical training at the
Moscow Conservatory.  He decided to leave for
Berlin in 1894 to perfect his violin playing.  His
true passion, however, was for composition and
in 1896, he was awarded the Mendelssohn
prize....

During the 1920s, he was much sought after,
appreciated and acclaimed and, in 1927, he was
awarded the Beethoven prize.  In 1934, he
requested early retirement for family and political
reasons but never received it from Nazi regime.
He then returned to Vevey to rejoin part of his
family and spent the last years of his life there.”

On the WebOn the WebOn the WebOn the WebOn the Web
Instead of listing all the pages we’ve found
relating to Juons here, we’re creating a Juon
family web page in which we plan to include
address information (snail mail, email and web)
for all the Juons who choose to participate.

We’ll also have links to information about the
more famous members of the family, such as Paul
Juon, the composer and Konstantin Juon, an
artist.  Check it out at www.salineguide.com/juon.

On TVOn TVOn TVOn TVOn TV
Josh DenHartog may be appearing in the
semifinals of the  quiz show Jeopardy in February
1998.  His first appearance on Jeopardy in 1997
landed him in the winners circle!  Josh’s parents
are Jim and Marty DenHartog of Otley, Iowa.
Josh’s grandmother was Edna (Juon) DenHartog.

RecentRecentRecentRecentRecent events events events events events
Since this is our first newsletter it’s hard to know
where to start, but we’ve decided to go back to
1996 and include information for which we’ve
received announcements or information.   We
welcome your submissions for future
newsletters!

BirthsBirthsBirthsBirthsBirths
Andrea Jane Poppinga, born October 3, 1996.
Parents are:  Gary and Tricia (Hoffman) Poppinga
of Waukee, Iowa.  Andrea has a big sister, Emily
Kay and her grandparents are Bob and Francie
(Juon) Hoffman of Renwick, Iowa.

Christian David Zerweck, born April 2, 1996.
Parents:  David Zerweck and Catherine Juon of
Saline, Michigan.  Grandparents are Jim and Pat
Juon of Stanhope, Iowa.

MarriagesMarriagesMarriagesMarriagesMarriages
Missie Juon to David Sturch, September 21
1996.  They are now living in Waterloo, Iowa.
Missie is the daughter of Lester and Shirley Juon
of Sioux City, Iowa.

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Alfred Juon, died December 14, 1996.  He was
the son of Christian and Catherine (Wagoner)
Juon, and is buried in Jewell, Iowa.  He is survived
by his daughter, Francie Hoffman (Renwick, Iowa)
and sons, Lester Juon (Sioux City, Iowa) and Jim
Juon (Stanhope, Iowa).

Hans Juon, passed away peacefully on June 5,
1997 at the age of 84.  He was born on August 12,
1913 in Russia to Eduard and Helene Juon.  His
ashes are scattered in Clearlake, California.  He is
survived by wife, Elsa Juon,  daughter, Linda Juon,
and son, Andreas Juon.

Simon Juon, died June 16, 1997.  He was the son
of Eduard and Helene Juon.  His ashes are buried
in Barnstaple, North, Devon, UK.   He is survived
by his wife, Claudine and sons, Edi and Phil.
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